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EDUCATIONAL SOLUTIONS



Instructional Design Template
Blank and editable tables to plan a unit (or course) using Creative Change’s 4-stage Unit Design framework.  The templates allow alignment of guiding questions, Big Ideas, instruction and assessment at each stage of an inquiry-based unit: I) Establish Relevance, II) Investigate and Reflect; III) Decision-making, IV) Action.  Suggestion: Use one row for each lesson in the stage.
STAGE I) Establish relevance—What is a Tree? Lesson
Lessons at this stage help students 
· Identify connections to topics.

· Raise questions.

· Identify assumptions and prior knowledge.
Guiding questions:
What do trees give us?

What do we give trees? 
	‘Big Ideas’: Students will understand that . . . 
	Indicators of Understanding/Standards: 
We know students know when they can . . . 
	Resources/lessons/learning activities (includes formative and embedded assessments)

	Why trees and forests are valued. 

	Be able list reasons why other people (and themselves) value the trees.
	The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
Chart Paper

ELA Notebook

	Students will become aware that forests serve as habitat for a variety of living things and are important to human needs for recreation, for raw materials and for a life-supporting environment.
	Can write about why and give concrete examples in their ELA notebook.
	The Tree Book for Kids and Their Grown Ups by Gina Ingoglia



STAGE II) Investigate/Reflect—Just a Dream (Children’s Literature Lesson)
Lessons at this stage have students 

· Explore, experience, and test ideas.

· Analyze, interpret & synthesize information. 

· Evaluate different perspectives.

Guiding questions:
· How does my community depend on the natural environment? 
· What is the problem? 
· How do we know there is a problem? 
· What is being done to conserve our natural environment and what can be done?
	‘Big Ideas’: Students will understand that . . . 
	Indicators of Understanding/Standards: 
We know students know when they can . . . 
	Resources/lessons/learning activities (includes formative and embedded assessments)

	The community that they live in depends on the natural resources around them. 

	Interview local community members and compare the past and present
	Just a Dream by Chris Van Allsburg
Chart Paper

	Natural resources are finite

	Students will synthesis that the natural resources in their community are slowly depleting.
	ELA Notebook






STAGE III) Make decisions— Web of Life (CCES Adaptation: Teaching Interdependence)

Lessons at this stage help students 
· Evaluate effectiveness of solutions 

· Assess costs and benefits to various stakeholders. 

· Decide if solutions address root causes or just the symptoms.
Guiding questions:
What makes a web stronger or weaker?

How do we affect the web?
What makes my community stronger or weaker?
	‘Big Ideas’: Students will understand that . . . 
	Indicators of Understanding/Standards: 
We know students know when they can . . . 
	Resources/lessons/learning activities (includes formative and embedded assessments)

	The entire community relies on one another in terms of happiness and progress.

	Describe simple connections between the plants and animals of an ecosystem.
Predict changes to an ecosystem that have been caused by human behavior.
Tell how to choose behaviors that help protect natural resources.

	Ball of string
Notecards

ELA Journal





STAGE IV) Act on decisions— Planting Trees (Community Mapping)
Lessons at this stage have students
· Set goals & benchmarks.

· Work individually and in groups. 

· Reflect on work; assess progress; adjust process.

Guiding questions:
What is the purpose of a map?

How can maps be used as tools?

What is progress? What does it look like on a map?

How can humans slow progress?
	‘Big Ideas’: Students will understand that . . . 
	Indicators of Understanding/Standards: 
We know students know when they can . . . 
	Resources/lessons/learning activities (includes formative and embedded assessments)

	They can act and make change in their community by planting trees.
	Make a flyer that advocates planning trees in their community.

	Materials for making a model
Computer with Internet

Non-fiction text

Spring  2012 Tree & Shrub & Native Wildflower Sale for Wayne County (Distributed by the Wayne County Conservation District)

	Progress is slow, but using the correct tools and guiding information we can inform others.
	Research topics related to planting trees that are relevant and meaningful to the members in their own community.
	Tree Planting and Tree Care Guide by the National Wildlife Federation


Unit Planning Templates
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